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This is by far the best and most beautiful book on the Maya for the general reader that I have come

across. I have traveled extensively throughout the Maya Area, and own several books on the

subject, including classics such as "A Forest of Kings", "The Blood of Kings", Coe's "The Maya",

and Henderson's "The World of the Ancient Maya". However, none of these volumes come close to

Grube's massive, lavishly-illustrated tome in terms of spectacular photographs, wealth of topics, and

breadth of scholarship.Edited by N. Grube, a renowned Maya scholar, the book is a collection of

articles by several experts on the Maya, each a specialist in some aspect of the civilization. The

range of articles is wide enough to form a comprehensive general introduction to the Maya and their

achievements. In addition, there are articles that discuss unusual topics covered only briefly, if at all,

in the other books. Alongside the usual material on Maya history throughout the Pre-Classic,

Classic, and Post-Classic, you will find delightful chapters on the role of caves in Maya religion,

intoxication and ecstacy, war and prisoners, court dwarves, the meaning of the Bonampak murals,

Puuc architecture, Tikal architecture and its influence, astronomy and mathematics, grave robbers,

Maya Gods, cacao, obsidian, the Teotihuacan connection, the Spanish Conquest, and the Maya in

the Colonial and Present Eras. Your reading will be greatly enhanced by the dozens of beautiful

illustrations, many of them unique to this volume. Where else, for example, will you see large color

photographs of the Rio Bec and Tonina ruins, of chicle gathering and looted sites in the Peten



jungle?While "Divine Kings of the Rain Forest" certainly does some justice to the divinity of its

subject matter, it is relatively expensive.
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